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to Timbuktu, on the Niger, take from four to five months. Today
the same journey can be performed by motor car in seven to ten days.
The first attempt to cross the Sahara by motor car was made in 1916
by two cars. One had to give up, and the second reached In Salah,
half-way across the desert, in twenty days, " with the help of lifting
jack, shovel, traction-camel, and elbow-grease." In 1920 a fleet of thirty-
two cars set out to reach the wireless station at Tamanrasset. This lies
about two-thirds of the distance over the desert. Only nine of the cars
got through. Then M. Citroen, a French motor car manufacturer,
designed a special car with caterpillar wheels for desert travelling. Five
of these cars reached Timbuktu, 2,200 miles from their starting point,
early in 1923 after a journey of some thirty days.
COVERING   THE   CONTINENT
This success led to the organization of the greatest motor car
expedition Africa has yet seen. The expedition was under the direction
of Georges Haardt and Louis Audouin-Dubrieuil, both of whom had
already earned fame for their travels in the Sahara and other parts of
Africa. The route selected extended over 15,000 miles of desert, bush,
savanna, marsh, and forest, necessitating the sending out of preliminary
supply expeditions, whose duty it was to provide petrol, food, and other
supplies at selected posts stretching across the continent from Algeria,
through the Belgian Congo, to the Indian Ocean.
On October 28, 1924, the cars, eight in number, slipped into gear
and pulled out of Algiers, crossed the Sahara to Burem, when they
struck eastward towards Lake Chad. As far as Burem they had traversed
desert, but now the country changed to bush, with great hollow basins
hidden beneath tall grass and covered with dense vegetation. It proved
a severe test for the cars. Slipping down into these natural craters was
a simple matter, but climbing out on the other side was severe work.
The endless belts of the cars answered every demand upon them, and
after many anxious moments Lake Chad was reached on December 14,
1924, It was the first motor car journey from the Mediterranean to
the lake entirely through French territory.
WINGED   PESTS   OF   LAKE   CHAD
Millions of mosquitoes awaited the explorers at Lake Chad. The
naturalists in the party were enthusiastic about the many varieties, but
the others could not share their interest. The only method discovered
by which they could eat in comfort when darkness came was to turn
the headlights of the cars towards the sky, over the tables, which were
then left at peace. Despite mosquito nets, two members of the expedition .
were so badly bitten that their faces were hardly recognizable.
1 Hastily pushing on to escape from the winged pests, they reached
a witercourse which had to be crossed. The only craft with which
m ferry the heavily laden cars over the stream was a pontoon made of
two hollow tree trunks. As die first car left the bank, causing the